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2008 NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTES 

 
 

Saturday, 3 June 2008 
Morning Session 

 
The Conference was declared open at 9.35am with the President Bernie Riordan in the 
Chair. 
 
Conference commenced with an Indigenous Welcome by Lesley Patterson of the Gadagil 
Aboriginal Community at La Perouse. 
 

Agenda Committee Report 
 
Moved:  Janice Kershaw (Agenda Committee) 
Seconded:  Sharon Grierson (FPLP) 
 
That the Agenda Committee Report as circulated be adopted. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Adoption of Standing Orders 
 
Moved:  Ian Hunt       (Port Stephens SEC) 
Seconded:  Ryan Park    (Keira SEC) 
 
That the Standing Orders as circulated be adopted. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Election of Conference Officers 
 
Moved:   Tony Sheldon (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:   Dave Bradbury (FPLP) 
 
That the Conference Officers as circulated be elected. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Presidential Address – Bernie Riordan 
 
The President, Bernie Riordan, addressed Conference and thanked Mark Arbib for his 
service and contribution to the Party as General Secretary of the NSW ALP. He welcomed 
new Delegates to the Conference. Addressed that the Conference was being held at a 
different location to the usual location of Sydney Town Hall. Since last Conference the 
Party had been successful at the March 2007 State Election – even after being behind in 
the polls months out from the election. He welcomed the election of Kevin Rudd and 
Labor federally. He paid thanks to the staff at ALP Party Office noting that the Officials of 
the Party had spent countless hours behind the scenes during the campaign.  
Addressed issue of the Electricity debate – would like to set Standing Orders for 
Delegates to adhere to during debate: that all be given a fair hearing.  
 
One Minutes Silence was observed for those Party members who passed away since last 
Conference. 
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Administrative Committee Report 

 
Consideration of the report commenced at 10.15 am. 
 
Moved:  Karl Bitar   (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:  Sarah Kaine   (Administrative Committee) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Extension of time 
 
Moved:  Christine Robertson  (HSU) 
Seconded:  Kayee Griffin   (Local Government Committee) 
 

CARRIED 
 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved: Sam Dastyari   (Drummoyne SEC)  
Seconded:  Jim Arneman   (HSU) 
 
Creation of a Labor Advancement Fund 
 
Conference calls for the creation of a Labor Advancement Fund to guarantee strong 
investment into Party recruitment and retention campaigns. 
 
Under this proposal twenty percent (20%) of all ALP membership revenue will be directed 
solely towards recruitment and retention activities. 
 
This revenue will be quarantined away from election expenditure, office running costs 
and administration. 
 
There have been many improvements aimed at recruitment and retention in recent years 
including Central Policy Branch, bi-annual FEC Forums, and a full-time Membership 
Officer. Labor must remain pro-active to recruit and retain members. 
 
The Labor Advancement Fund will be used to pursue initiatives including: 

• Advertising the benefits of Party membership, 
• Targeted recruitment campaigns for women, youth, senior citizens, Union 

members and Indigenous Australians, 
• Production of new and improved recruitment material to assist Branch Officials 
• Online Campaigns, 
• Increased Labor presence at local community events, 
• Enhanced communication with Party members to improve retention, and 
• Better support of our regional offices. 

 
Remaining proceeds of the Labor Advancement Fund will be placed in ethical investments 
to support ongoing activities aimed at Party growth. The Fund will be administered by the 
NSW ALP Party Officers and to ensure transparency an annual Labor Advancement Fund 
Report will be delivered to the NSW ALP Administrative Committee. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 2 
Moved:  Chris Christodoulou  (LHMU) 
Seconded:  Stephen Jones  (CPSU) 
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Conference notes the importance of the Illawarra Region to the ALP. The area comprises 
five State and three Federal Electorates. Seven of those eight seats are held by the Labor 
Party. 
 
Conference notes that the Party in the Illawarra has experienced a large amount of 
political controversy of the last decade and a half, including: 
 

• Factional conflict, 
• Branch stacking allegations and the Fisher Audit of 2002 which took action against 

stacking in the Illawarra, 
• The resignation of the then Labor Lord Mayor in 2001, and the subsequent 

election of an independent Lord Mayor. 
• The loss of the Federal Seat of Cunningham to the Greens at the 2002 By-

election, 
• The recent Independent Commission Against Corruption public hearings into 

Wollongong Council, and the subsequent expulsions of five members from the 
Party, 

• The sacking of Wollongong Council, and 
• An independent inquiry into Shellharbour Council. 

 
Given the importance of the Illawarra region, Conference calls on the Party Officers in 
consultation with the Administrative Committee to reform Party structures in the 
Illawarra as a matter of priority. These reforms must encourage members and supporters 
to participate in the Party, both within and outside of the existing branch structures. 
 
In particular, Conference instructs the Party Officers to pursue the following initiatives: 
 

1. the establishment of an Illawarra Central Policy Branch, to be modelled on the 
existing Central Policy Branch 

2. Campaign Insight Training in the region every 6 months 
3. new member forums in the region every 6 months 
4. a re-examination of the Fisher Audit recommendations, to determine whether any 

further action is required. 
 
Further, Conference calls upon the NSW Government to hold Local Government Elections 
in Wollongong as soon as it is clear that systemic and/or potential corruption has been 
eliminated, and that the processes and policies which have been put in place by the 
Administrators are capable of preventing corruption at all levels. 
 
Speakers in Support of the Amendment:  

Lylea McMahon  (SPLP) 
Ryan Park   (Keira SEC) 

 
ACCEPTED 

 
Amendment 3 
Moved:  Steve Hutchins  (TWU) 
Seconded:  Geoff Derrick   (Administrative Committee) 
 
Annual Conference notes that the Rudd Government’s Electoral Reform Green Paper 
process will examine a broad range of options to reform and modernise our electoral 
laws. 
 
Conference calls for reform of the Commonwealth Electoral Act to significantly increase 
penalties for offences under Section 328 of the Act concerning the printing and 
publication of electoral material. 
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Individuals found guilty of printing and publishing bogus electoral material, such as that 
distributed in Lindsay in 2007 and in Greenway in 2004, should face a maximum penalty 
far greater than a $1000 fine. 
 
Conference calls for reform to impose a maximum penalty of $10,000 or imprisonment 
for five years, or both. 
 
Speakers in Support of the Amendment:  

Luke Foley   (Administrative Committee) 
  

ACCEPTED 
 
Mover in Reply: Karl Bitar  (Administrative Committee) 
 

Amendment 1 was Accepted 
Amendment 2 was Accepted 
Amendment 3 was Accepted 

 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and     CARRIED 
 

Premier’s Address – the Hon Morris Iemma MP 
 
Premier Morris Iemma was welcomed by Vice President Michael Williamson. 
 
The Premier addressed Conference and spoke on the 2007 State and Federal Elections; 
thanking every campaign worker who helped achieve those victories; and acknowledged 
the role of the “Your Rights at Work” Campaign in achieving the positive outcome.  
 
The Premier spoke of the achievements that the Government was delivering; the number 
of urgent patients waiting more than a month for surgery has fallen by 98%, Basic Skills 
Test results are the best achieved in 20 years, jobless levels not seen since the early 80s 
and, an overhaul to sexual assault and domestic violence laws. 
 
The Premier announced a $200 million partnership with the NSW Aboriginal Land Council 
to modernise water and sewerage infrastructure in 64 Indigenous communities. The 
Premier also announced the North West Metro has been declared Critical Infrastructure. 
 
Finally, the Premier also spoke of securing NSW’s energy needs for the future. Stating 
that it’s a partnership – not a sell off, no government owned electricity company is being 
sold off, all electricity infrastructure remains in public ownership, the jobs and conditions 
of workers are protected, there will be a massive investment in clean, green energy, and 
prices will continue to be regulated by an independent watchdog.  
 
Assistant Secretary Luke Foley gave the Premier a vote of thanks and, acknowledged 
Neville Wran and Barrie Unsworth in the audience. Spoke about the closeness and 
relationship between the Party and the Parliamentary group. 
 
 

Rules Report 
 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 11.45 am.        
 
Moved:   Amanda Fazio  (SPLP) 
Seconded:   Ken Murray   (Rules Committee) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved:   Karl Bitar  (General Secretary) 



 
NSW ALP Annual Conference Minutes 2008 7

Seconded:   John Graham  (International Relations Committee) 
 
Conference notes that Labor is the Party of electoral funding reform.  

• NSW was the first jurisdiction in Australia to have public funding and disclosure. 
• The Hawke Government introduced national reforms to political funding and 

disclosure in 1984. 
 
Conference notes the following reforms announced by Morris Iemma: 

• Twice yearly disclosures of political donations (with returns filed in June and 
December) – giving NSW the strictest regime in Australia and the community 
regular updates on donation activity; 

• Banning MPs, Councillors and Candidates from having personal campaign 
accounts; 

• Limiting the involvement by MPs, Councillors and Candidates in the fundraising 
process, by ensuring all donations are organised, received, handled and 
administered by the central Party Office; 

• Mandatory reporting of donations made by applicants for development approvals 
– with the details to be made public at the time of lodging the DA; 

 
In addition, Morris Iemma has called for a move to full public funding. 
 
Conference notes the following reforms announced by the Rudd Government, which are 
to be introduced as legislation and in place by 30 June 2008: 

• Set the campaign donation disclosure threshold at $1,000, reversing the Howard’s 
government huge increase in the threshold which took the disclosure limit from 
$1,500 to over $10,000; 

• Ban donations from overseas or from non-Australian companies, ensuring 
donations come from a jurisdiction where our laws apply, and can be enforced; 

• Tie election funding to reported and verified electoral expenditure directly incurred 
by a candidate or party for an election, to stop any candidate making a financial 
gain from the electoral funding system; 

• Remove the loophole whereby separate divisions of a party are treated as 
separate entities, so preventing large donations being hidden by paying portions 
across state and territory branches of the same Party; and 

• Increase public scrutiny of donations by reducing disclosure timeframes from 12 
months to six months. 

 
In addition, the Rudd Government has committed to the release of an Electoral Reform 
Green Paper in two parts – the first looking at disclosure, funding and expenditure issues, 
the second examining a broader range of options aimed at strengthening other areas of 
our electoral laws. 
 
Conference congratulates Morris Iemma, Kevin Rudd and John Faulkner for initiating far 
reaching reform to donations and disclosure laws. 
 
Conference recognises that such reform to the funding and disclosure system is required 
to maintain public confidence in the political system. 
 
Conference notes that the Rules Committee will consider any legislative change and 
recommend Party Rules changes to the next Annual Conference. Those Rules changes 
should ensure maximum transparency for the expenditure of Party Funds, and 
appropriate checks and balances as agreed by all Party Officers. 
 
The NSW Branch of the ALP will work with both the Iemma Government, and the Rudd 
Government, and is prepared to work with other political parties, to achieve legislative 
reform in this area. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 



 
NSW ALP Annual Conference Minutes 2008 8

Amendment 2 
Moved:  Sharon Grierson (FPLP)  
Seconded:  Paul Pearce  (SPLP) 
 
That an Independent Review Tribunal be established to: 

• act as the final appeal mechanism for internal disputes, and 
• inquire into matters considered to have the potential to bring the NSW Branch of 

the ALP into serious disrepute. 
 
The Independent Review Tribunal will consist of five members agreed unanimously by the 
Party Officers and endorsed by 80% of the Administrative Committee, with at least two 
positions held by women. 
 
That the Rules changes be drafted by the Rules Committee, circulated for comment to 
the Party Units, as part of the Party Structure Review and put forward for adoption at the 
2009 Annual Conference. 

LOST 
Speaker in support of the first amendment:   
  Tony Burke  (FPLP) 
 Further speakers to the report 
  Rodney Cavalier (Goulburn SEC)  
  Greg McLean   (USU)  

Steve Whan  (SPLP) 
 
Mover in reply:  
  Amanda Fazio  (SPLP)   
 

Amendment 1 was Accepted 
Amendment 2 put and Lost 

 
Adoption of the Report as amended was put and      CARRIED 
 

Financial Statements 
 
Moved: Greg Donnelly  (International Relations Committee) 
Seconded: Mick Veitch  (SPLP) 
 
That the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 30 June 2006 and for the Year Ended 
30 June 2007 be adopted. 
 

CARRIED 
Auditors Report 

 
Moved:  Chris Sharpe   (Wakehurst SEC) 
Seconded:  John Johnson  (SDA) 
 
That the Auditors report for the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 30 june 2006 
and the Year Ended 30 June 2007 be adopted. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Review Tribunal Report 
 
Moved:  Rob Allen  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:  John Graham  (International Relations Committee)   
 
That the Report be adopted.        CARRIED 
Conference adjourned for the lunch break at 12.30pm. 
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Saturday, 3 May 2008 
Afternoon Session 

 
Conference resumed at 2.20pm with Junior Vice President Sarah Kaine in the Chair. 
 

Agenda Committee Report 
 
Moved:  Janice Kershaw (Agenda Committee) 
Seconded:  Angela Humphries  (HSU)    
 
That the following Report from the Agenda Committee be adopted: 
The Order of Business for this Session shall be as follows: 
  Arts, Cultural Development & Community Development 
  Local Government 
  Education and Training 
  Finance and Economics 
  Industry and Infrastructure Development 
  Community Services and Social Justice 
 

CARRIED 
 

 Arts, Cultural Heritage & Community Development Policy Report 
 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 2.24pm. 
 
Moved: Kirsten Andrews  (Chair)  
Seconded:  Greg Holland   (Hughes FEC) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved: Melissa Jones  (MEAA)    
Seconded:  Richard Harris  (MEAA) 
 
The NSW Film industry plays and important role in the economic and creative future of 
NSW. Conference welcomes recent announcements by the NSW Government that will 
reduce red tape and cost for making films in NSW. 
However, conference is concerned that other states have additional incentives in place to 
attract filmmakers. 
 
Conference calls on the NSW Government to: 

1. Development and introduce open, transparent and defined film incentives to 
attract and retain foreign and local productions. 

2. Match the incentives offered by rival states, such as Queensland. 
3. Match support for local technicians through rebates. 
4. Support a comprehensive marketing campaign to let producers around the world 

know we’re open for business. 
5. Develop and introduce a package of regulatory reforms to streamline local council 

approval procedures and location fees for the film and television industry. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Amendment 2 
Moved:   Amber Jacobus (Blue Mountains SEC) 
Seconded:   Rose Khalilizaden (Young Labor) 
 
Youth Peak Body 
Conference notes the former Howard Government’s lack of interest in the views of youth, 
and notes its abolition of the National Office of Youth and Ministry for Youth. It also notes 
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the significant flaws in its National Youth Roundtable, which was neither independent nor 
representative of the diversity of Australia’s youth. 
 
Conference congratulates the Federal Government’s reintroduction of an Office of Youth 
and the Ministry for Youth. 
 
Conference supports the policy of the Federal Government to introduce a National Youth 
Forum, which will be a formal communication channel between outstanding youth 
representatives and service-providers and the Federal Government. 
 
Conference calls on Federal Government to ensure that the National Youth Forum is: 

• Adequately resourced for its task; 
• Independent; 
• Truly representative, including specialised representation and space for the voices 

of indigenous youth, young women, young people from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds, queer youth and young people with disabilities. 

• Able to present a youth perspective on major policy challenges for Australia, 
rather than be limited explicitly to “youth” issues. 

 
 CARRIED 

 
Amendment 3 
Moved:  Marjorie Henzell  (Northern Tablelands SEC)  
Seconded:   Issac Smith  (Page FEC)  
 
Funding of Public Libraries 
In 2007 the Minister for the Arts, Frank Sartor MP, commissioned Dr Tom Parry to 
undertake a review of cultural grants and library funding. The review was to examine 
whether the current funding formula for libraries is equitable and assessed the 
effectiveness of current programs. The review was completed at the end of 2007 but is 
yet to be released.  
 
The NSW State Government has the lowest per capita contribution to public libraries of 
all states and territories (contributing only 7.8 percent of annual operating costs per 
library, down from 23.6 percent in 1980). State funding has not kept pace with the 
contributions made by local governments. Ninety percent of the cost of the NSW Public 
Library Network is covered by Local Governments. 
 
Conference recognises that local public libraries are critical to local communities and 
provide free and equitable access to information and technology. Conference 
acknowledges that local libraries build connections between individuals and groups by 
providing safe and welcoming shared spaces, run programs that promote literacy and 
cultural understanding, and promote lifelong learning by engaging particularly with young 
people and the elderly. 
 
Conference calls on the NSW State Government to ensure that the essential services 
provided by public libraries are maintained, particularly for small rural and regional 
libraries. 
 
Conference calls on the NSW Government to reinstate funding previously cut to public 
libraries and to match funding increases made by Local Governments. 
 

CARRIED 
 
Amendment 4 
Moved:  Maria Catanzariti (Young Labor)  
Seconded: Chris Parkin  (Young Labor)  
 
Amendment to Agenda Item 1 to add after the motion: 



 
NSW ALP Annual Conference Minutes 2008 11

Conference congratulates the Rudd Labor Government on their strong commitment to the 
arts as seen in the 2020 summit. 
 
Having a strong commitment to the arts and cultural heritage community ensures that 
young people are given the unique opportunity to express themselves as young 
Australians and as an integral part of the future of our nation. 
 
Conference strongly encourages direct government support and enhanced tax and other 
arrangements in partnership with state, territory and local governments to increase the 
overall level of support to the Arts. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Amendment 1 put and Carried 
Amendment 2 put and Carried 
Amendment 3 put and Carried 
Amendment 4 put and Carried 

 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
 

Local Government Policy Report 
 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 2.48pm. 
 
Moved:  Kayee Griffin  (Chair)   
Seconded:  Wendy Waller  (Local Government Committee Member)  
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved: Peter Kelly  (USU) 
Seconded: James Shaw  (Law Reform Committee) 
 
State Conference calls on the Leichhardt Council and NSW Government to intervene to 
save the Balmain Tigers Rugby League Club. 
 
The Balmain Tigers, a foundation rugby league club celebrating their 100th year in the 
competition, face insolvency due to ongoing delays in determining the Club’s application 
to expand its premises and assure its future viability. 
 
Conference notes the Balmain Tigers are the heart of Balmain, which is also the 
birthplace of the Labor Party. 
 

LOST THEN RECOMMITTED AND CARRIED WITH THE DELETION OF THE LAST 
PARAGRAPH 

 
Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
Moved:  Denise McHugh (New England FEC) 
Seconded: Christine Robertson (HSU) 
 
That Standing Orders be suspended to allow Lord Mayoral preselection candidate Clr 
Tony Pooley to address Conference 

CARRIED 
Clr Tony Pooley then addressed Conference. 
 
Resumption of Standing Orders 
 
Moved:  Denise McHugh (New England FEC) 
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Seconded: Christine Robertson (HSU) 
       CARRIED 

 
Amendment 2 
Moved: Alice Murphy   (Grayndler FEC)   
Seconded:  Luke Whitington  (LHMU) 
 
Further Conference calls on the NSW Government to immediately release the package of 
planning reforms, particularly the housing and building code and that these be exhibited 
for full public comment.  
 

CARRIED 
 
Suspension of Standing Orders 
Moved: Denise McHugh (New England FEC) 
Seconded: Christine Robertson (HSU) 
 
That Standing Orders be suspended to allow Lord Mayoral preselection Candidate 
Meredith Burgmann to address Conference. 

CARRIED 
 
Meredith Burgmann then addressed Conference. 
 
Resumption of Standing Orders 
 
Moved: Denise McHugh (New England FEC) 
Seconded: Christine Robertson (HSU) 

CARRIED 
 
Amendment 3 
Moved:  Linda Scott  (Sydney SEC)  
Seconded:  Marilyn Eade  (Newcastle SEC) 
 
Conference notes with concern the planning reforms proposed by the NSW State 
Government which will, amongst other things, collect and hold Councils’ Section 94 
(developers) Contributions in some circumstances and shift the decision-making away 
from elected officials (state and local) to independent panels. 
 
Conference recognises that s94 contributions play a key role in funding many local 
community projects undertaken by Local Government Bodies. Conference notes with 
concern moves by the NSW Government to legislate to remove these funds from local 
councils and place them in the hands of NSW State Treasury. 
  
Further Support for the Amendment: 
  Chris Osbourne (USU) 

 
Speakers to the Report: 

Ben Kruse  (Administrative Committee) 
Ken Sewell  (USU) 

   
Mover in reply:   
  Kayee Griffin  (Local Government Committee) 
 

Amendment 1 put and Lost 
Amendment 2 put and Carried 
Amendment 3 put and Carried 

 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
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Education and Training Policy Report 

 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 3.40 pm. 
 
Moved:   Peter Harley  (Education and Training Committee) 
Seconded:   Kristie Leopardi (Education and Training Committee) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved:   Craig Thompson  (FPLP) 
Seconded:   Mark McLeay  (HSU)  
 
That this Conference acknowledges the important role and input that dads can play in the 
education of their children and this conference encourages all levels of government to 
examine schemes that encourage fathers to have a greater involvement in their 
children’s education. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 2 
Moved:   Linda Simon  (Education Committee Member) 
Seconded:   Michael Valentine  (Upper Hunter SEC) 
 
TAFE and Vocational Training 
This Conference reiterates its support of TAFE and public vocational education and 
training. Conference opposes current moves to privatise and/or marketwise vocational 
education and training, including the creation of a VET training market with fully 
contestable funding. 

ACCEPTED 
  

Amendment 3 
Moved:   Veronica Husted (South Coast SEC) 
Seconded:   Michelle Miran (South Coast SEC) 
 
We call on the Minister for Education and Training through the Department of Education 
and Training to conduct a review into the methodology of staffing of NSW Public Schools. 
Such a review to involve all stakeholders in our schools, i.e. Teachers Federation, Public 
Service Association, P&C Associations, SRCs. The current formula where one size fits 
most is outdated and works against the best way of delivering quality education to our 
students. It also places unnecessary stress on overburdened Principals, Deputy 
Principals, Assistant Principals, classroom teachers and school administrative and support 
staff. 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 4 
Moved:   Norm Hanscombe (The Entrance SEC) 
Seconded:   Jack Woodward (Gosford SEC)  
 
That the Recommendation for Resolution 3.9 on page 146 be changed to Endorse. 
 

LOST 
 
Amendment 5 
Moved:  Deborah O’Neill   (Terrigal SEC) 
Seconded:  Mark Smith   (Robertson FEC) 
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Conference requests that schools with senior students (stage 6) acknowledge their 
imminent movement into increased civil participation as voting citizens. We call for 
increased liaison between the AEC and such schools to raise students’ awareness of this 
right and responsibility and support their registration as voters (if over 18 yrs old) or 
voters in waiting (17 yrs). Further that schools provide opportunities to increase civic 
participation via initiatives such as service learning in their local area and through new 
technologies that build and strengthen civic connection. 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 6 
Moved:  Phil Costa   (SPLP) 
Seconded: Luke Whitington (LHMU)  
 
That the Recommendation for the following agenda item be amended: 
Funding for Low SES Communities 
Item 13 Gerringong-Gerroa Branch 
Conference requests that both the State and Federal Education Minister review their 
decision to keep the distribution of funds to public and private schools in its present form. 
Our concern is the obvious need to establish an equitable funding approach for both the 
Government and Non-Government education sectors. 
Support and development of a high quality Public Education is a fundamental ALP 
Principle and this branch suggests that it is appropriate that any federal funding system 
reflects this fact. 
Recommendation: Refer to item 12 [Support and refer to the Federal Minister for 
Education and note the decision by the Minister relating to schools funding.] 
 
Proposed alternative recommendation: 
Refer to the Federal Minister for Education and note the decision by the Minister to 
provide additional Commonwealth support for schools in low socio-economic status 
communities. 

ACCEPTED 
 
Speakers in support of report: 

John Della Bosca  (SPLP) 
 
Moved: Christine Robertson (HSU) 
Seconded:  Kayee Griffin  (Local Government Committee) 
 
That the debate for this Policy Committee Report be adjourned at 4.20 pm. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Supplementary Local Government Policy Report 
 
Moved:  Kayee Griffin   (Chair Local Government Report) 
Seconded:  Mark Adler   (TWU) 
 
That the first Amendment to the Report regarding Balmain Leagues Club in the Local 
Government Debate be supported following removal of last paragraph. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Finance and Economic Policy Report 
 
Consideration of the report commenced at 4.23 pm. 
 
Moved: Rob Allen  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded: Peter Mylan   (Health Services Committee) 
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That Barrie Unsworth address Conference regarding the Unsworth Consultative Reference 
Committee’s Impact Statement on Plans to Secure NSW Energy Supplies. 
 

CARRIED 
 
Mr Unsworth then addressed the Conference. 
 
Moved: Kirk McKenzie  (Finance and Economic Policy Committee) 
Seconded:  Tony Hay  (Finance and Economic Policy Committee) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved: Tony Sheldon  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded: Chris Gambian (FSU) 
 
Government Procurement 
Conference acknowledges that in the modern Australian economy, government 
procurement of goods and services in the marketplace has a role to play in promoting 
social harmony and social justice through the material application of sound labour, 
environment and ethical standards. Based on this acknowledgement, Labor in 
Government will require the suppliers of goods and services to the public sector to 
adhere to clearly defined standards as part of contractual arrangements for supply. 
 
Government procurement decisions should not be made with an over-reliance on 
competition policy: this leaves government in the invidious position of encouraging and 
perpetuating the “race to the bottom” of wages and conditions for Australian working 
people and their families. 
 
Labor realises that fairness and justice in our community requires fairness and justice in 
the workplace, and a growing economy needs both a legal and social framework in order 
to ensure that the benefits of growth are properly shared by the community. 
 
Conference directs the relevant Policy Committees to consider Platform Amendments in 
the following terms: 
 
Labor commits to work at all three tiers of government to adopt and apply policies and 
practices binding upon the whole of government – including government owned 
corporations and trading enterprises – in the course of entering contracts for the 
provision of goods and services that include: 

1. Adherence to ILO conventions in relation to freedom of association, the right to 
organise, collective bargaining rights, occupational health & safety, child labour, 
workers entitlements, unfair dismissal and workplace discrimination 

2. Adoption of an industrial relations plan by providers of goods and services that 
includes; 

a. genuine collective bargaining opportunities for all affected staff 
b. no AWA’s or ITEAs 
c. a dispute settlement procedure that includes access to an independent 

umpire for conciliation and arbitration 
d. recognition of trade union rights including delegates rights and reasonable 

access for workers to consult with union officials on work and union related 
matters in work time when the officials visit the workplace 

e. skills development and training plans 
f. OHS consultation and compliance mechanisms 

3. Minimum terms and conditions for the employees/contractors of the service 
provider that pass a genuine no disadvantage test against relevant industry 
standards as benchmarked against an acknowledged comprehensive collective 
bargaining agreement or award. 
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4. Authorised officers under the NSW Occupational Health and Safety Act be 
contractually empowered to be auditors by choice with regard to occupational 
health and safety, industrial relations and pay rates.  

5. Preference for Australian made goods and services wherever possible 
6. Avoid doing business with those potential providers who do not support the 

principles of a civil society and core labour standards 
7. All obligations on suppliers apply throughout the contracting chain to ensure that 

suppliers do not subcontract out of their responsibilities 
8. Provisions within the contract for regular compliance reviews of the above points 

including a provision for termination of the contract without penalty in the event 
that the provider is found to have breached these terms. 

 
In calling for tenders for goods and services with a contract value above $500,000 all 
tiers of the public sector including local government, state owned corporations and 
statutory authorities will publish the details on either the NSW Department of Public 
Works and Services website or the equivalent federal government website. 
 
It will be a condition of the tendering process that tenderers will agree to the 
occupational health and safety, industrial relations and pay rates sections of tenders be 
made available for authorized officers (either government employed or authorized under 
the NSW Occupational Health and Safety Act) to comment on prior to the consideration 
of tenders. 
 
Further, Conference calls upon the NSW and Australian Governments to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with unions in relation to Government procurement. 
 

CARRIED 
 
Amendment 2 
Moved:  John Robertson (Administrative Committee)  
Seconded:  Matt Thistlethwaite (AWU Greater NSW Branch) 
 
Conference re-affirms the 1997 Conference Decision to oppose the privatisation of State 
owned electricity assets. Conference rejects the current NSW Government proposal to 
privatise the State’s electricity retailers and lease the generators to the private sector.  
 
The electricity industry belongs to the people of NSW. It is an essential service that 
should not be sold off to private companies. The people of NSW were led to believe the 
Government had no plans to privatise electricity. The NSW Government does not have a 
mandate for their proposal. 
 
Selling and leasing the State’s electricity assets will result in families paying more for 
their electricity and cuts to services. Jobs in the industry are at risk, particularly from 
companies that have a history of contracting out and off-shoring jobs. In the long run the 
current proposal will result in a further consolidation of the national electricity market by 
a few companies. 
 
It makes little sense for the Government to sell off these assets in an environment of 
uncertainty regarding carbon trading. The private sector will demand, large discounts on 
the cost of the assets, undervaluing potential sale proceeds. Privatisation will be bad for 
our environment as private companies have an incentive to sell more electricity to boost 
their profits. 
 
The State’s retail and generation electricity businesses are important valuable assets for 
the State. They are a significant part of the State’s balance sheet and their dividends 
provide funding for other portfolio areas including health and education. 
 
Conference notes the Impact Statement from the Unsworth Consultative Reference 
Committee and the NSW Government’s response to it. Whilst we welcome the efforts of 



 
NSW ALP Annual Conference Minutes 2008 17

the Government to improve the protections for consumers, workers and the 
environment, the improvements do not satisfy the overall criteria in the ALP Policy 
regarding government asset sales. In particular, the Government’s response does not 
meet the criteria because: 
 

• The proposal does not guarantee any extra base load electricity, 
• There is no way to stop market consolidation as a result of corporations buying 

the assts of competitors, 
• The guarantees regarding maintenance of local and regional jobs and job 

numbers are not enforceable, 
• Retail workers will not have the same employment guarantee as generation 

workers, and 
• There is no method of achieving greenhouse gas emission reductions from 

existing generators. 
 
Accordingly Conference rejects the majority conclusions contained within the Unsworth 
Report. 
 
Conference recognises that the private sector currently plays a role in the generation and 
retailing of electricity in NSW, and that role is likely to increase as demand grows. 
Conference does not accept that the private sector cannot compete with State owned 
companies in the market. Maintaining State ownership electricity assets ensures better 
outcomes for consumers, workers and the environment. 
 
Conference notes that the Government’s proposal is a breach of Party policy, and directs 
State MP’s not to support the proposal. Conference further reminds all Members of 
Parliament that they have signed a Pledge to uphold Party Policy, as determined by the 
ALP Conference. Therefore all members of the State Parliamentary Caucus, including all 
Members of Cabinet are reminded that they are bound by the Party Platform and Policy 
as determined by the most recent Annual Conference. 
 
Conference requests that the incoming Administrative Committee contacts all members 
of the State Parliamentary Labor Party informing them of the Conference Decision in 
relation to privatisation and reminding them of the Pledge. 
 
Point of Order:   Bernie Riordan (ETU) 
 
Ruled that Conference is to adhere to the Standing Orders. 
 
Speakers in support of the Amendment 
Lorraine Usher (CFMEU) 
Steve Turner  (Balmain SEC) 
Ben Kruse  (Administrative Committee) 
Paul Bastian  (Administrative Committee) 
Paul Gibson  (NUW) 
Gerard Martin  (CFMEU Mineworkers) 
Grant McBride  (ETU) 
Sonia Hornery  (SPLP) 
Russ Collison  (Administrative Committee) 
Bernie Riordan (Administrative Committee)    
 
 
Speakers against the Amendment 
Kristina Keneally (SPLP) 
John Watkins   (SPLP) 
John Della Bosca  (SPLP) 
Reba Meagher  (SPLP) 
Steve Curren   (Monaro SEC) 
David Campbell (SPLP) 
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Ric Gainford  (Kiama SEC) 
Eric Roozendaal (SPLP) 
Michael Costa  (SPLP) 
 

CARRIED 
 
Amendment 3 
Moved: Karl Bitar  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:  Luke Foley   (Administrative Committee) 
 
Conference calls upon the Government to continue to negotiate with Unions NSW and 
other stakeholders on energy reform and supply for NSW. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 

Mover in reply:   Kirk McKenzie  (Finance and Economic Policy Committee) 
 
Point of Order: Doug Cameron (AMWU) 
 
That the Motion moved by Robertson & Thistlethwaite should immediately be 
incorporated into the Party Platform. 
 

RULED OUT OF ORDER 
 

Amendment 1 put and Carried 
Amendment 2 put and Carried 
Show of hands CARRIED Count: (for) 702 (against) 107 
Amendment 3 Accepted 

 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
 
The Conference adjourned at 7.25pm
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2008 NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTES 

 
 

Sunday, 4 May 2008 
Morning Session 

 
The Conference opened at 9.33 am with the President Bernie Riordan in the Chair. 
 

Agenda Committee Report 
 
Moved:   Janice Kershaw (Agenda Committee) 
Seconded:  Paul McLeay   (Agenda Committee)  
 
That the Agenda Order for Sunday be as follows: 
 

Education & Training debate resumption 
Country Labor 
Indigenous People & Reconciliation 
Law Reform & Constitutional Processes 
Health Services 
Lunch 
Life Membership 
Employment & Industrial Relations 
 

ACCEPTED 
 

 Education & Training Policy Report resumed 
 
Resumption of Report commenced at 9.35 am. 
 
Amendment 7 
Moved:  Mark Boyd  (LHMU) 
Seconded: Matt Thistlethwaite  (AWU Greater NSW Branch) 
 
Skill development and career paths for the luxury hotel sector 
Conference notes that the tourism industry, specifically the luxury hotels sector, is vital 
to the NSW economy. Domestic demand is strong and forecast to improve. Two years in 
a row Australia has been named the world’s top country brand. 
 
Conference congratulates the State Government for its support of the sector. In 2007/08 
the State Government has stated it will invest $55.9million on marketing and 
infrastructure in a continuing push to bring more visitors to NSW. 
 
Yet, the accommodation industry has the nation’s highest ratios of low-paid workers, with 
injury rates that rival the construction industry. Figures show that 64 percent of workers 
in the industry lack formal qualifications. Employees are dissuaded from seeking or 
engaging in training and development programs as they fail to deliver clear pathways to 
career advancement or opportunity. 
 
The sector must confront its burgeoning labour market issues. 
 
Conference therefore calls on the NSW Government to continue its support for the 
accommodation sector contingent on the sector demonstrating a concrete commitment to 
stabilising the labour market by addressing the underlying inadequacies, and to real 
training and skill development programs. 

ACCEPTED 
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Amendment 8 
Moved:  John Gelling  (Education Committee Member) 
Seconded: Sam Dastyari  (Drummoyne SEC)  
 
That the third paragraph of the Draft Policy Statement, titled ‘National Curriculum’, be 
amended by the addition of the following words to the end of the paragraph: 

The focus of the National Board must be to harness the professional experience 
and processes of existing State curriculum authorities in creating a statement of 
core national curriculum requirements. NSW rejects any proposal for a 
Commonwealth take over State curricula. 

 
ACCEPTED 

 
Amendment 9 
Moved: Angus McFarlane (YLC) 
Seconded: Paul Grainger  (YLC) 
 
Amendment to Agenda Item 45 on page 147 of the Conference Book, to change the 
recommendation from “Note” to “Support”. 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 10 
Moved: Michael Vassili (Greenway FEC) 
Seconded: Chris Quilky  (Riverstone SEC) 
 
Change Recommendation for Agenda Item 23 from “Note” to “Support”. 

 
 ACCEPTED 

 
Mover in reply:  Peter Harley (Chair of Committee) 
 

Amendment 1 put and Accepted 
Amendment 2 put and Accepted 
Amendment 3 put and Accepted 
Amendment 4 put and Lost 
Amendment 5 put and Accepted 
Amendment 6 put and Accepted 
Amendment 7 put and Accepted 
Amendment 8 put and Accepted 
Amendment 9 put and Accepted 
Amendment 10 put and Accepted 

 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
 

Country Labor Report 
 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 10.00 am. 
 
Moved:    Mick Madden  (Country Labor Committee) 
Seconded:   Carmel Cook  (Country Labor Committee) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Speakers in support of the Report: 
 

Mariusz Werstak (SDA)  
Steve Whan   SPLP) 
Bryce Wilson  (Riverina FEC) 
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Denise McHugh  (Tamworth SEC) 
Tony Burke  (FPLP) 
Courtney Roche  (USU) 
Janelle Saffin  (FPLP) 
Jeff Condron   (Port Macquarie SEC) 
Christine Robertson  (SPLP) 
Noel Martin   (USU) 
Mick Veitch  (SPLP) 
Matt Dixon  (Maitland SEC) 

 
 
Mover in reply:  Mick Madden  (Country Labor Committee) 
 
The adoption of the Report was put and CARRIED 
 
  

Prime Minister’s Address - The Hon Kevin Rudd MP 
 
11.05 am 
Moved:   Christine Robertson (HSU) 
Seconded:  Kayee Griffin  (Local Government Committee) 
 
 
That Standing Orders be Suspended to allow the Hon Kevin Rudd MP to address 
Conference. 
 

CARRIED 
 
Party President Bernie Riordan introduced and welcomed the Prime Minister. 
 
The Prime Minister Kevin Rudd addressed Conference and spoke of Federal Labor’s win in 
the election, acknowledging 10 new members to the Federal Parliament from NSW. 
Thanks were given to the Premier Morris Iemma and the NSW Government for their 
cooperative approach with the Federal Government. Thanks were also given to the 
industrial movement, and their campaign in the lead up to the 2007 Election.  
 
The Prime Minister spoke of the former Prime Minister, Ben Chifley’s address to the NSW 
State Conference. The Prime Minister also spoke of the Mission of the new Australian 
Government; by reforming the Federation, reforming our nation’s health and hospitals 
system, working together to close the gap between indigenous and non-indigenous 
Australia, acting on climate change at home and abroad, and resuming Australia’s place 
in the councils of the region.  
 
The Prime Minister highlighted the achievements of the Federal Government so far; 
ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, the apology to the Stolen Generation, abolishing AWAs, 
enacting legislation to establish Infrastructure Australia, investing $650million in public 
hospitals, implementation of a new National First Home Savers Account, commissioned 
its first White Paper on homelessness, establish a single national authority to manage 
Australia’s major inland river system – the Murray-Darling, and appointed the first 
woman Governor General.   
 
The Prime Minister spoke of the Government’s approach to the Budget, based on four 
fundamental principles; responsible economic management, help working families under 
financial pressure, deliver on our commitments to prepare Australia for the great 
challenges of the future and, planning and providing for our nation’s long-term national 
security needs.  
 
The Prime Minister also spoke of the Budget’s commitments to older carers. Announcing 
that in addition to the $900million investment made by the previous Government, the 
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Federal Government will commit a further $100million in the Budget in immediate new 
capital funding for supported accommodation for people with a disability. 
 
Finally, the Prime Minister spoke of the role of the Party, highlighting that the Federal 
Election was not won by a large margin. The Prime Minister also spoke of the need for 
the Party to remain focused on the task at hand, acknowledging that there may be 
disagreements within the Party from time to time.  
 
Mike Williamson (Senior Vice President) gave a vote of thanks. 
 
Resumption of Standing Orders 
 
Moved:  Kayee Griffin   (Local Government Committee)   
Seconded:  Christine Robertson  (HSU) 
 

CARRIED 
 

Indigenous People & Reconciliation Policy Report 
 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 11.55 am 
 
Moved:   Warren Mundine (Committee Chair) 
Seconded:   Sharon Claydon  (Committee Deputy Chair) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved:   Caroline Staples (Reid FEC) 
Seconded:   Jenny McAllister  (Administrative Committee) 
 
Conference acknowledges that NSW has the largest Indigenous population in Australia 
(30%), the majority of whom reside in urban and regional centres. Recent census figures 
reveal that the Indigenous population of NSW is greater than that of the Northern 
Territory, South Australia and Western Australia combined. 
 
Conference calls on all tiers of government to work together to ensure the resourcing, 
delivery of programs and policy initiatives for Indigenous people are balanced and include 
people living in urban and regional areas as well as remote areas.   
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Mover in reply:  Warren Mundine (Committee Chair) 
 

Amendment 1 was Accepted 
 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
 

Law Reform & Constitutional Processes Policy Report  
 
Consideration of the report commenced at 12.25 pm. 
  
Moved:   Richard Tripodi (Committee Chair) 
Seconded:   James Shaw  (Committee Deputy Chair) 
 
That the Report be adopted.     
 
Amendment 1 
Moved:  Kirk McKenzie  (Finance & Economic Policy Committee) 
Seconded:  Tony Hay   (Finance & Economic Policy Committee)  
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That the Recommendation to Item 7 in the Committee’s report be deleted and replaced 
by –  
Conference commends Federal Attorney-General Robert McClelland on his announced 
support for a “public inquiry about how best to recognise and protect the human rights 
and freedoms enjoyed by all Australians”, in accordance with the National Platform. 
Conference believes that such an inquiry, allowing the fullest possible community 
consultation, is the appropriate process to deal with calls for additional legislative 
implementation of Australia’s international human rights obligations. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 2  
Moved: Luke Whittington  (LHMU)  
Seconded: Jenny McAllister  (Administrative Committee) 
 
Conference notes the importance of the rights of members of the community to 
demonstrate. We believe that demonstrations are an essential part of a democratic 
society as it is one of the major forms of being able to dissent against government policy. 
A recent example of the importance of demonstrations in political campaigns is the role 
that demonstrations played in the Rights at Work campaign. Conference notes concern 
about recent events that may undermine this important right: 

• Legislation during last September’s APEC forum severely limiting the right of 
demonstrations and the right of individuals to demonstrate 

• Discussion about re-introducing the laws that existed during the APEC conference 
• The fact that companies are using commercial and industrial laws alleging that 

protests and political action leads to economic loss and are unlawful interference 
with business and trade. 

 
Conference calls on the NSW Labor Government to draft new laws that will protect the 
public’s right to political protest. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Speaker in support of the report:   
 
Attorney General Hon. John Hatzistigos MLC (SPLP) 
 
Mover in reply:  Richard Tripodi  (Committee Chair) 
 

Amendment 1 was Accepted 
Amendment 2 was Accepted 

 
 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
 
Conference adjourned for lunch at 12.40pm 
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2008 NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTES 

 
 

Sunday, 4 May 2008 
Afternoon Session 

 
Conference resumed at 2.25 pm with Vice President Andrew Ferguson in the chair. 
 

Presentation of Life Membership 
 
Conference conferred Life Membership on the following members and those present were 
awarded with their certificates and badges: 
 

Richard “Dick” Appleton (deceased) - accepted by Mrs Appleton 
Michael J Asher 
George Bartolo 
Patrick Brassil AM 
Geoffrey T Briot 
Eddie Britt 
James Thomas Buckley 
Raymond Robert Butchard 
Dianne Foster 
Peter Donald Fraser 
Eunice Junetta Gregory (deceased) –accepted by Clr Michael Lee 
Margaret Hains 
Roger Lawrence Haslem – accepted by Med Thomas 
Shirley Kathleen Haslem OAM 
Kathleen C Hatton - accepted by Michael Hatton 
Michael Hatton 
Joseph Horan 
Marcus Kearns 
David Le Page 
William (Bill) Leslie 
Paul Gerard Longhurst 
Albert James Loveridge 
James Martin Macfadyen 
William Garfield Mallam 
Albert George Martin 
Brian A. McManus 
Lorna McClelland 
Andrew Meshios 
John Charles Mills 
Leonard John Moore 
Irene Patricia Murphy 
Joseph Murphy 
Carmel Theresa Rose 
Keith Rutherford 
Helga Shepheard 
Brian Smith 
Ruth Anne Staples 
Paul Tuckerman 
The Hon. Mr Ron Mulock 

 
 
Ron Mulock gave the Acceptance Speech on behalf of all the recipients of Life 
Membership. 
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Agenda Committee Report 
 
President Bernie Riordan was in the Chair at 2.57pm. 
 
Moved:  Matt Thistlethwaite  (AWU Greater NSW Branch) 
Seconded:  Paul McLeay   (Agenda Committee)  
 
That the Agenda Order for the afternoon be as follows: 

Health  
Employment and Industrial Relations 

  
 CARRIED 

  
Health Services Policy Report   

 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 3.03 pm with Vice President Sarah Kaine in 
the Chair. 
 
Moved:  Peter Mylan   (Health Committee Chair) 
Seconded:  Margaret Duckett  (Health Committee) 
 
That the report be adopted. 
 
Amendment 1 
Moved:   Linda Kelly   (Health Committee) 
Seconded:   Steve Turner  (Balmain SEC)  
 
Community Mental Health Support for People with Chronic Mental Illness 
The Key philosophy underpinning the Housing and Accommodation Support Initiative 
(HASI) Program is recovery focused. It provides housing linked to clinical and 
psychological rehabilitation services for people with a range of levels of psychiatric 
disability. The criteria for joining this program excludes those with chronic illness from 
being supported under this partnership model. 
 
Community mental funding for the 18-65 yrs age group has remained unchanged over 
the last 10 years, with additional funding allocated to adolescents and older persons 
mental health. The 18-65 yrs age group is by far the largest age group in community 
mental health. 
 
2008 State Conference calls on the State Government to action the following in 
supporting those with chronic mental illness in the community: 

• Implement a stage in HASI that can accommodate supportive initiatives for those 
with chronic mental illness, i.e. regulated 24 hours supported accommodation for 
those with chronic mental health illness with community mental health case 
management 

• Develop vetab courses for mental health nursing, eg at cert III or cert IV level to 
staff such supported accommodation 

• Refocus community mental health funding on 18-65 yrs group, the largest group 
in community mental health at 70-80% 

• Provide research grants for alternative models of supportive care in community 
mental health 

• State Government to lobby Federal Government to fast track community health 
case management liaison with Centrelink 

 
ACCEPTED 

 
Amendment 2 
 
Moved:   Camden Gilchrist  (YLC) 
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Seconded:   Liz Larbalestier  (YLC) 
 
NSW Young Labor calls on the Federal Government to empower young people to make 
responsible decisions regarding alcohol consumption. 
 
This should include consideration of the following: 

• A national education program for high school and university students to inform 
them of the physical and social effects of “binge drinking”; 

• To use young upstanding and well-respected members of the community in 
presentations; 

• Peer-to-peer support by encouraging young people to be advocates of responsible 
drinking in their own lives; 

• The use of forums, role plays and group dramatisation as well as using 
confrontational and directive material to highlight the spite of “binge drinking” and 
its effects on teenagers and young adults; 

• Programs to support young people to make responsible decisions about alcohol 
consumption. 

 
For this to be effective such programs must be developed in consultation with young 
people to ensure they are relevant, meaningful and have their support. 
 
All levels of government input (Local, State and Federal) should collectively work 
together in order to formulate effective strategies in order to deal with this devastating 
issue that has been left unaddressed by the Howard Government. 
 
NSW Young Labor recognises that Newcastle has established itself as an area where 
effective cooperation between governmental bodies has seen drastic reduction in alcohol 
related crimes such as assault. This has been achieved through such programs as Crime 
Prevention Partnerships, Local Liquor Accords and the Alcohol Linking Program. 
 
NSW Young Labor encourages the Conference to support this Amendment today. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Speakers in support of the Report: 

Anthony Llewelyn  (HSU) 
Chris Osborne  (USU) 
Hazel Bridgett  (Health Services Committee) 
Deborah O’Neill  (Terrigal SEC) 

 
Moved:  Kayee Griffin  (Local Government Committee) 
Seconded:  Christine Robertson (HSU) 
 
That the time for the Debate be extended 

CARRIED 
 
Speakers in support of the Report: 

Tony Lord   (Riverina FEC) 
Jenny Haines   (Marrickville SEC) 
Gerard Hayes  (HSU) 
Jim Arneman   (HSU) 
Michael Perry   (Environment and Planning Committee) 
BJ Jafari   (YLC) 
Michael Kaine  (TWU) 

  Carmel Cook  (LHMU) 
 
Mover in reply:  Peter Mylan  (Health Services Committee) 
 

Amendment 1 was Accepted 
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Amendment 2 was Accepted 
 

The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
 

Employment & Industrial Relations Policy Report 
 
Consideration of the Report commenced at 4.13 pm with Vice President Michael 
Williamson in the Chair and incorporated the Unions NSW Address. 
 
Moved:  John Robertson  (Administrative Committee)   
Seconded:  Gerard Dwyer  (Employment & IR Committee) 
 
That the Report be adopted. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Agenda Committee Report 
 
Junior Vice President Sarah Kaine was in Chair (4.30pm) 
 
Moved:  Matt Thistlethwaite  (AWU Greater NSW Branch) 
Seconded:  Caroline Staples (Reid FEC) 
 
That there be a Suspension of Standing Orders to allow an Urgency Debate. 
 

CARRIED 
 
Vice President Michael Williamson took the chair at 4.34pm. 
 

Urgency Debate  
 
Moved:  Bernie Riordan  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:  Luke Foley   (Administrative Committee)  
 
Conference calls for an urgent meeting of the Joint Campaign Committee (the Party 
Officers and the four leaders of the State Parliamentary Labor Party) in light of the 
Premier’s media comments this afternoon. The Party Officers shall then report back to a 
full meeting of the Administrative Committee as a matter of urgency. 
 
Conference reaffirms the decisions taken yesterday afternoon. 
 
We note the Premier’s stated intention to continue discussions. 
 
Conference resolves that any resolution of this matter must comply with the Policy and 
Platform of the Party. 
 
Speakers on the motion: 

 
John Della Bosca (SPLP) (in opposition) 
Paul Bastian (AMWU) (in support) 

 
Mover in reply: Bernie Riordan (Administrative Committee) 
 

CARRIED 
 

Resumption of Standing Orders 
 
Moved:  Amanda Fazio  (SPLP) 
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Seconded:  Kayee Griffin   (Local Government Committee) 
 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 

CARRIED 
 

Employment & Industrial Relations Policy Report (cont.) 
 
Resumption of the Report commenced at 4.48 pm  
 
Amendment 1 
Moved:  Matt Thistlethwaite  (AWU Greater NSW Branch) 
Seconded:   Daniel Wiseman  (ETU) 
 
 A New Federal Industrial Relations System 
Conference notes that the NSW Industrial Relations system has provided a 
comprehensive set of conditions for NSW workers through both legislation and awards 
throughout its history. The system has played a key role in setting new standards for 
working people not only in NSW but throughout the country. It is this context that 
Conference approaches the issue of a new relationship between the national and state 
systems. Conference believes change should occur in an orderly manner through an 
Intergovernmental Agreement and most importantly calls upon the Rudd Labor 
Government to guarantee that no worker will be disadvantaged by the process. 
 
Specifically Conference believes: 
 

• That the goal is harmonisation of systems not a unitary system. Harmonisation 
means removing unnecessary duplication or complexity between the systems 
whilst not reducing fundamental rights 

• The process would acknowledge the continuance of the NSW system and the 
ability of parties to opt into it from the federal system if desired 

• The intergovernmental agreement should include the process and timetable to 
achieve the new national system including the method of referral of any powers 
and legally enforceable governance arrangements 

• Key aspects of the NSW system must be protected in any new jurisdictional 
arrangement between NSW and the Commonwealth including: 

o Conciliation and arbitration powers of the tribunals 
o Comprehensive award safety net 
o Provision to regulate various forms of employment eg contract carriers 
o Unfair contracts provision  
o Definition of industrial matters 
o Ability to deal with local matters  
o Registration of industrial parties 
o Equal remuneration principle 
o Right of entry 
o Multi-employer industrial instruments and industry bargaining 

• The benchmark for determining whether present or former state award employees 
are worse off under any proposed new arrangements is the legislative and award 
protections such employees had prior to the introduction of WorkChoices. 

 
Minister in support of the Report: Hon John Della Bosca MLC 
 
 
Suspension of standing orders to hear the General Returning Officer’s Report. 
 
Moved:  Kayee Griffin  (Local Government Committee)   
Seconded:  Amanda Fazio  (SPLP) 

CARRIED 
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General Returning Officer’s Report 
 
At 4.56 pm the General Returning Officer, Paul Scully, reported to Conference as follows: 
 
General Secretary (1 to be elected) 
 
Alice Murphy 296 
Karl Bitar 584 
Informal 1 
Total 881 
 
Karl Bitar was declared elected. 
 
State Organiser (1 to be elected) 
 
Sam Dastyari 558 
Amber Jacobus 320 
Informal 3 
Total 881 
 
Sam Dastyari was declared elected. 
 
Sydney City Lord Mayoral Candidate (1 to be elected) 
 
Tony Pooley 546 
Meredith Burgmann 333 
Informal 2 
Total 881 
 
Tony Pooley was declared elected. 
 
Administrative Committee (25 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates ( 1 – 25 ) elected: 
 
       Votes 
1 Gerard Dwyer (511)
2 Jim Lloyd (333)
3 Tara Moriarty (1)
4 Alex Bukarica (1)
5 Michael Want (1)
6 Paul Bastian (0)
7 Kaye Simmons (0)
8 Jenny McAllister (0)
9 Russ Collison (0)

10 Geoff Derrick (0)
11 Tony Sheldon (0)
12 Joanne Morris (0)
13 Michelle Rowland (1)
14 Sally McManus (1)
15 Mark Ptolemy (0)
16 Sharon Claydon (4)
17 John Robertson (2)
18 Anthony D'Adam (0)
19 Julie Sibraa (2)
20 Jan Primrose (7)
21 Nick Lewocki (0)
22 Ben Kruse (3)
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23 Jim Metcher (0)
24 Anne Purcell (0)
25 Anne Thompson (3)
Not elected Sarah Conway (0)
Not elected Graham Ashton (7)

 Informal (4)
 Total 881

 
Agenda Committee (9 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Janice Kershaw 
Trish Marinozzi 
Paul McLeay 
Kaila Murnain 
Helen Nezeritis 
Matt Thistlethwaite 
Felix Eldridge 
Asren Pugh 
Caroline Staples 

 
Credentials Committee – Chair (1 to be elected) and Deputy (1 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 

Michelle Rowland (Chair) 
John Graham (Deputy Chair) 

 
Credentials Committee (9 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Danielle Bevins 
Jamie Clements 
Alice DeBoos 
Sam Moreton 
Helen Nezeritis 
Joe Tripodi 
Maurice Campbell 
Rose Jackson 
Dominique Tubier 

 
Disputes Committee – Chair (1 to be elected) and Deputy (1 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 

 Talal Yassine (Chair) 
       Jennifer Glass (Deputy Chair) 
 
Disputes Committee (9 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Kirsten Andrews 
Natalie Bradbury 
Sarah Conway 
Ed Husic 
Daniel Kicuroski 
Peter Zangari 
Tim Ayres 
Michael Butterworth 
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Jo Haylen 
 
Finance Committee (5 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Sarah Conway 
Prue Guillaume 
Vince Higgins 
John Cahill 
Ian McCarthy 

 
Machinery Proxy Panel (15 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Adrian Boothman 
Sam Crosby 
Katie Ford 
Trish Marinozzi 
Mark McLeay 
Ian McNamara 
Tara Moriarty 
Kaila Murnain 
Chris Parkin 
Ashley Hogan 
Daniel Kyriacou 
Tamsin Lloyd 
Alex Mustafa 
Damian Ogden 
Chris Siorokos 

 
Review Tribunal (9 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Kelli Field 
Korena Flanagan 
Anthony Geoghegan 
Greg McLean 
Matt Thistlethwaite 
David Tierney 
Phillip Boulten 
Emma Maiden 
Sue Tracey 

 
Rules Committee (9 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Amanda Fazio 
Kaila Murnain 
Ken Murray 
Joe Tripodi 
Talal Yassine 
Wayne Meaney 
Jan Burnswoods 
John Graham 
Ashley Hogan 

 
Trustees (3 to be elected) 
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I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Marilyn Dodkin 
Ken Murray 
Bruce Childs 

 
Women’s Forum – Chair (1 to be elected) and Deputy (1 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 

Elizabeth Scully (Chair) 
      Diane Minnis (Deputy Chair) 
 
Women’s Forum – Secretary (1 to be elected) 
 
I declare Helen Nezeritis elected unopposed. 
 
Women’s Forum (12 to be elected) 
 
I declare the following Candidates elected unopposed: 
Maria Catanzariti 
Prue Guillaume 
Kate Iffland 
Kelly Lofberg 
Trish Marinozzi 
Michelle Rowland 
Jessica Dolan 
Carol Berry 
Mel Gatfield 
Joy Kyriacou 
Alicia Pearce 
Imogen Wareing 

 
Moved: Karl Bitar  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded: Luke Foley  (Administrative Committee) 
 
That the General Returning Officer’s Report be adopted. 
 

CARRIED 
 
Resumption of standing orders 
 
Moved:  Amanda Fazio  (SPLP) 
Seconded:  Christine Robertson (HSU) 
 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 

CARRIED 
 

Employment & Industrial Relations Policy Report (continued) 
 
Resumption of the Report commenced at 4.58 pm.  
 
Amendment 2 
Moved:   Russ Collison  (AWU) 
Seconded:   Paul Sinclair   (ETU)  
 
Changes to the Weekly Statutory Rate for Workers Compensation 
This Conference calls upon the NSW State Government to increase the Statutory Weekly 
Workers Compensation Rate for injured employees and have this amount increased in 
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line with the NSW wage price index. Workers who are accessing this statutory rate 
should have access to the pensioner discounts such as transportation and council rates 
etc. 
Superannuation payments whilst on Workers Compensation 
Conference calls upon the State Government to ensure workers receiving workers 
compensation payments are paid their superannuation entitlements. It is unfair that 
workers that have suffered and injury at work have their superannuation contribution 
stopped. 
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 3 
Moved:   Mark Lennon   (Industry Committee) 
Seconded:   Lachlan O’Neill  (SDA) 
 
OH&S harmonisation 
Conference notes the recent decision of COAG to make the harmonisation to the nation’s 
OH&S laws one of its top priorities as part of its business regulation agenda. 
 
Conference expresses concern at any proposals for harmonisation that would weaken the 
standards that apply in NSW. These standards have served the twin goals of providing a 
healthy and safe work environment for workers while in turn improving workplace 
productivity. Consequently, any harmonisation process must ensure that the following 
provisions of the NSW system are preserved: 
 

• Absolute duty of care 
• Wide duty holders provision 
• Onus of proof on the defendant 
• Unions right to launch prosecution 
• Right of Entry provisions 
• Conduct cause death (Section 32a) 
• Proactive and rigorous enforcement 

 
Conference calls on the NSW Government to enter into negotiations on harmonisation on 
the basis that the highest standards that exist across Australia will form the model for 
the new national legislation.  

 ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 4 
Moved:   Tony Sheldon  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:   Wayne Forno  (TWU)  
 
All levels of government should acknowledge the link between outsourced labour and the 
deterioration of security at Australian airports. 
The government should work with the appropriate legislative bodies to ensure that 
companies who operate in the Australian aviation industry do not use labour hire 
agencies to undermine Australian national security.  

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 5 
Moved:  Sally McManus  (ASU)  
Seconded:   Julie Griffiths  (USU)  
 
Maternity Leave 
Conference believes that Australia should fall into line with other OECD nations and 
embrace a policy of universal paid maternity/primary carer leave for all women and 
primary carers. 
 
The core elements of this policy should include: 
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1. Time: support for the International Labour Organisation’s minimum standard of 
14 weeks as a positive start, however a new system in Australia should provide 
families with a minimum of six months paid support, as women need to 
breastfeed their babies for at least 6 months to maximise health outcomes; 

2. Universality: that a base salary provided by the government should be paid to all 
women, irrespective of whether they are casual, full-time, contractors or stay at 
home mums; 

3. Wage Replacement: that the Federal and State Government should investigate 
the feasibility of a system of full wage replacement for women. This may require 
developing a new system of portable maternity leave, similar to workers 
compensation or long service leave in the construction industry; 

4. Primary Carer Leave: that the payments available to women should also be 
accessible to partners if they are acting as the primary carer of the child. 

 
ACCEPTED 

 
Amendment 6 
Moved:   Andrew Ferguson  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:   Paul Garrett   (Industry and Infrastructure Committee) 
 
Conference congratulates the Federal Labor Government in introducing the transitional 
legislation to amend the Workplace Relations Act, and in particular, abolishing new 
AWAs. This is an important delivery of a key promise to the Australian workers. 
 
Conference looks forward to the further substantive changes that are due later in 2008 
and will wind back the detrimental impact that WorkChoices has had on working 
Australians. In amending the Workplace Relations Act, conference calls on the Federal 
Government to ensure the legislation includes the following key elements of an effective 
bargaining system. 
 

• That freedom of association provisions support workers’ rights to join and be 
active members of their unions, and for unions to be able to represent their 
members at the workplace, without discrimination; 

• That workers have the inviolable right to negotiate union collective agreements 
and to take protected industrial action in pursuit of their legitimate claims; 

• That workers have the ability to enter into multi-employer agreements such as 
project and sector where appropriate; 

• That workers have access to an effective independent arbiter for the resolution of 
disputes. 

 
Further, the Federal Labor Government should address other aspects of the anti-worker 
legacy of the Howard Government by: 
 

• Abolishing industry specific legislation such as the Building Industry Improvement 
Act and the abolition of the Australian Building and Construction Commission; and  

• Reforming the immigration system to remove the capacity of employers to use the 
immigration system to exploit immigrant labour and to undermine standards of 
employment. 

 
Conference calls on the NSW Government, to the extent that it can through its 
relationship and dialogue with the Commonwealth, promote reforms by the Federal Labor 
Government that are consistent with the above principles. 

ACCEPTED 
 

Amendment 7 
Moved:   Geoff Derrick  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded:   Jan Primrose   (Administrative Committee) 
 
Responsible lending and debt stress 
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Conference notes with concern the rise in consumer debt, which now stands at 156% of 
DGP (compared to 50% in 1981) and is projected to increase to 200% by 2015. 
 
Further, Conference notes a Finance Sector Union survey which shows that banking and 
finance industry workers believe that the pressure placed on them to sell debt products 
to customers has dramatically increased in recent years. The survey shows that: 

- 63% believe that sales targets have had a negative impact on customer 
service; 

- 59% feel pressured to make inappropriate sales to meet sales targets; 
- 52% feel obliged to sell debt products even when they don’t believe the 

customer needs them. 
 
Conference therefore calls on the Australian Government to regulate the credit industry 
by including credit products into the scope of the Financial Services Reform Act, and to 
ensure that all credit providers are required to: 

- maintain appropriate training for staff who sell credit products, and 
develop an appropriate qualifications system for credit sales staff; 

- remove the link between pay and sales targets; 
- conduct compulsory needs assessments, including detailed interviews 

relating to the ability of a customer to repay credit; 
- fully explain all credit products available to a prospective customer; 
- fully disclose the costs associated with various credit options. 

 
Further, the Act should provide for: 

- genuine and independent alternative dispute processes; and 
- genuine enforcement by an established industry regulator. 

 
ACCEPTED 

 
Speaker in support of the Report: Paddy Crumlin (MUA) 
 
Amendment 8 
Moved:   Susan Watts   (FSU) 
Seconded:   Jim Lloyd   (LHMU) 
 
Gender pay equity 
Conference restates its belief that women workers have a right to remuneration free of 
discrimination based on gender. The principle of pay equity means that the value of the 
work performed by women should reflect the skills qualifications and conditions under 
which the work is performed, free of discrimination based on gender that prevent equal 
pay for work of equal or comparable value. 
 
Conference believes that the new federal industrial relations legislation should provide for 
pay equity rights, based on the definitions and principles enunciated by the relevant ILO 
Conventions, with provisions for enforcement of the right based on approaches adopted 
in other State industrial jurisdictions. 
 
Further, pay equity rights should be reflected in: 

- A new Object of the Act, ‘ensure equal pay for work of equal or comparable 
value’; 

- A provision requiring that the Commission must ensure that Awards 
provide for equal remuneration for men and women employees for work of 
equal or comparable value; 

- A provision which ensures that collective agreements are able to be 
examined as to their effect on the right to pay equity, and provisions for 
varying an agreement during its term, in order to remedy a breach if it is 
found to exist; 

- A provision allowing an employee whose employment is governed by a 
common law contract to apply to have a term of the contract, or the 
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contract as a whole, considered in respect of the right to pay equity, and 
there should be scope for orders to be issued to adjust the contract if 
necessary to ensure that its terms are equitable and free of discrimination. 

 
ACCEPTED 

 
Amendment 9 
Moved:   Mal Tulloch   (CFMEU)   
Seconded:  Mark Lennon   (Industry and Infrastructure Committee) 
 
Over 30,000 Australians die of cardiac arrest each year. Many of these deaths are 
preventable by early defibrillation. Currently, people trained in CPR are not adequately 
equipped to be given a reasonable chance to save the lives of a cardiac arrest victim. 
 
Conference calls on the NSW Government to amend occupational health and safety 
legislation to workplace with over 100 personnel to be equipped with a defibrillator 
system. Such a system should be connected to a control room and remotely tested on a 
regular basis to ensure reliability in the event of cardiac arrest. 

 
ACCEPTED 

 
Amendment 10 
Moved:  Rita Mallia  (CFMEU) 
Seconded:  Jamie Clements (Employment & Industrial Relations Committee) 
 
The CFMEU is concerned that the introduction of National Employment Standards 
proposed by the Federal Labor Government will not restore the right of workers to enjoy 
union/industry picnic days as provided for in their awards. The WorkChoices legislation 
had the effect of abolishing this right for workers covered by national awards. In many 
industries like the building and construction industry thousands of workers have enjoyed 
quality family time at organised picnic events. In 2007, in the building and construction 
industry, 10,000 workers enjoyed organised picnic events. Opportunities for workers to 
spend quality recreation time with their families should be maximised and conforms with 
societies demand for better work/family balance. 
 
The conference calls on the NSW Government to introduce legislation that enshrines the 
right of workers to have a union picnic day as provided for in State and Federal Award 
and further that the NSW Government undertake dialogue with the Federal Labor Party 
to ensure that a right to union picnic day is maintained and protected.  
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Amendment 11 
Moved:  Narelle Clay   (ASU) 
Seconded: Sally McManus  (ASU) 
 
INSERT at Page 168, After Item 82. 
 
Item 83 
This Conference notes that disability and community workers in the non-government 
sector are paid on average $40k per year and the gap between public sector and 
community sector wages for workers doing substantially the same job is around $15k per 
year. 
 
These levels of remuneration for highly skilled and complex jobs working with the most 
needy and vulnerable in our community is not just, nor is it sustainable. This industry 
faces serious issues recruiting and retaining workers as a result. 
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Therefore, this conference supports the CARE campaign by the Australian Services Union 
of NSW to substantially improve the wages and conditions of disability and community 
workers. This is the only way to ensure that the most vulnerable and at risk in NSW 
receive high quality support from these services that are funded by government.  
 

ACCEPTED 
 
Mover in reply:  John Robertson (Administrative Committee) 
 

Amendment 1 was Accepted 
Amendment 2 was Accepted 
Amendment 3 was Accepted 
Amendment 4 was Accepted 
Amendment 5 was Accepted 
Amendment 6 was Accepted 
Amendment 7 was Accepted 
Amendment 8 was Accepted 
Amendment 9 was Accepted 
Amendment 10 was Accepted 
Amendment 11 was Accepted 

 
The adoption of the Report as amended was put and CARRIED 
 
Adjournment 
Moved: Karl Bitar  (Administrative Committee) 
Seconded: Luke Foley  (Administrative Committee) 
 
That the Conference be adjourned. 
 
The General Secretary, on behalf of the Party Officers, thanked all the YLC volunteers, 
the Party Officials and Staff, the workers in the ballot room, the Policy Committees and 
the Audio-Visual Staff for their work in helping to make the Conference a success. 
 

CARRIED 
 
The Conference closed at 5.25 pm. 
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