
RSVP locallabor.nsw@gmail.com by 8 February 2016 
or nswlocallabor@outlook.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labor 
LOCAL 

LABOR MEMBERS’ FORUM 

HOW CAN THE ALP BETTER  

GOVERN ITSELF? 

"We cannot convincingly oppose the conservatism 

of our political opponents with a conservatism of 

our own; we cannot stand as a party of change 

when we fear change in our own structure." 

Gough Whitlam 1967 

Date:  Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Place:  Sydney Mechanics School of Arts  

1st Floor, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney 

Time:  6.30pm for 7.00pm 

   $10 waged, $5 unwaged  
(includes membership 2016/17) 

 

RSVP locallabor.nsw@gmail.com by 8 February 2016 
                 or nswlocallabor@outlook.com 

 

Keynote Speaker 
 

The Hon Dr Ken Coghill 
Associate Professor of Governance  
Monash University 
Speaker of the Victorian Legislative Assembly  
1988-1992 

Facebook: NSW Local Labor 

mailto:locallabor.nsw@gmail.com
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ABOUT KEN COGHILL  

Our Guest Speaker is Dr Ken Coghill. Ken is an Associate Professor at Monash University, and is a 

former Speaker in the Victorian Legislative Assembly during the Labor Governments of John Cain and 

Joan Kirner. His field of expertise is governance 

Born in 1944, Ken has worked in the Victorian public service and served as Councillor (Rural City of 
Wodonga). 

Ken's PhD reported on ministerial responsibility and accountability in Queensland, Victoria and Western 
Australia. 

His research and teaching interests include accountability, integrated governance and professional 
development (capacity building) for parliamentarians, in partnership with AusAID, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA). 

Ken is a founding member of the Accountability Round Table, a non-partisan group of citizens from 
diverse backgrounds, who are concerned to promote open and accountable government in Australia. 

Ken is author of many submissions to parliamentary and government inquiries and a frequent 
commentator on parliamentary and governance matters. Recently he drafted guidelines for Codes of 
Conduct for MPs (published by CPA) and published the book: Parliamentarians’ Professional 
Development. The Need for Reform (Springer) 

 

ABOUT LOCAL LABOR  

Local Labor is a national, grassroots, cross-factional and unaligned group of ALP members who 
are united in advocating for real reform and Party renewal.  

Local Labor was founded in 2010 to push for the implementation of the 2010 National Review 

recommendations (the Faulkner/Bracks/Carr Report), which advocated a more democratic and 

community connected future for the ALP.  

NSW Local Labor was launched in July, 2014. 

Contact for further information: Chris Haviland, NSW Convenor.  0433 462 195 

 

Gough Whitlam told a hostile Victorian State ALP Conference in 1967… 

"We cannot convincingly oppose the conservatism of our political opponents with a conservatism of 
our own; we cannot stand as a party of change when we fear change in our own structure." 
 
"We cannot expect the people to trust us with the great decision-making processes of this nation, 
when we parade ……. our manifest distrust of our own rank and file….." 

 
Gough was referring to rules issues of the day, but he could just as easily have been talking to us now. 
How can we expect to govern the nation if we can’t govern ourselves? 
 
No less than five  different reviews and reports have been prepared in recent months on various 

aspects of party governance, or the lack of it, in NSW Labor and in political parties more generally. 

NSW Labor needs to address the issues of party governance urgently and party members need to have 

their say. Hope to see you at the Forum. 

 


